DISCOVER

PETRIFIED FOREST

NATIONAL PARK’S
JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM
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The Junior Ranger Program is made possible through the support of the Petrified Forest Museum Association (PFMA). PEMA is
a non-profit, private organization dedicated to supporting Petrified Forest National Park and the National Park Service.




YOU CAN BECOME,
A JUNIOR RANGFER

ould you like to be a Petrified Forest
National Park Jr. Ranger? To earn your
badge complete three activities in your age group.
When you are finished take this booklet to either
the Rainbow Forest Museum or Painted Desert
Visitor Center. A park
ranger will issue you a
Junior Ranger badge.
Remember — park
hours change during
the year. The hours are
posted on signs in the
park, or ask a ranger.
Badges are issued until
1/2 hour before closing.
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A Petrified Wood Checklist
(Ages 6 and Under)

P etrified wood is found in many colors, shapes and sizes. Walk on a trail (Giant
Logs, Long Logs, or Crystal Forest), and look for the colors, shapes, and sizes
listed below. Put a check mark next to each item you see.

~ Touch a petrified log. Can you find a Can you find a piece of petrified wood the

section that is smooth? | size of your hand? Yes No

Rough? Sharp? '

Is the log cold or warm? Can you find a tiny chip about the size of
' your fingernail? Yes No

Can you find a petrified log that is longer
than you are? Yes No

Walk next to this log and count your

steps. How many steps do you count?

steps long. Is there more than one color in the
same log? What colors can you find?
Can you find a fat log? Put a check next to each color you see.
Yes No |
Can you fit your arms around this log? = ROignge o grrc;\;n s %(I/E;filt(e
b OGN | (- RERThE 2 Yellow -2 Parples o 2 Pink
\ 8 H:‘_ E’ Color this
)) ” picture to
T il — = look like the
| e petrified logs.




It’s alwa_ys fun co learn about wiXd/life. Using
the clues below, see if you can solve the riddles and
correctly identify the animals. You may be surprised
by what you discover!

Hint! You might find us on Page 5!




(Ages 6 and Under)

M any people think there is no wildlife in the park. This is not true!
If you take a close look, you may be surprised by what you find.
As you travel through the park, watch for the animals pictured
below. All of them live in Petrified Forest National Park.
Draw a circle around each animal you see. Remember to
look very carefully, many of these animals are hard to see.

Antc_aIOpe Cottontail
Squirrel



(Ages 6 and Under)

H ave you ever seen a circle in the sky or a square on a mountain? There are many
different shapes in nature. Look at the drawing of the Painted Desert and iden-
tify the shapes you see. Now, as you travel through the park, stop at the overlooks and
try to find these same shapes in nature. Draw a line around each shape you find.

If you have crayons or markers, color each shape. Do you see any circles in the
drawing? Color all the circles you find yellow. Are there any squares in the draw-
ing? Color all the squares red. Do you see any triangles in the drawing? What color
would you like to color them? e TE 7
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Look out into the Painted Desert. Do you see anything that is
human-made such as houses, roads, fences and machines? You shouldn’t find anything that
is human-made because it is a Wilderness Area. Only nature should change a wilderness
area, with wind, rain and snow. People can visit wilderness areas, but they must walk or ride
horses. Cars, trucks, and bicycles are not allowed!

Look at this picture of the Painted Desert. Can you
find things that don’t belong in a wilderness area?

Draw an “X” through each
item that doesn’t belong.
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There is more to this forest than the trees! Petrified Forest
National Park is full of surprises. In addition to petrified wood, you can see the remains of
Triassic age plant and animal fossils, ancient Indian villages, modern day wildlife, and beautiful
scenery. Look at the picture blocks and write a story using one or more of the images, or write
about something you saw during your visit. Draw a picture to illustrate your story.




PAREK PUZZLEIR

(Ages 10 and Up)

A puzzle to ponder! Can you use what you
have learned about Petrified Forest

National Park to complete this crossword puzzle?

Across (A)

M . This rodent lives in “towns” and can be seen
standing along park roads.

8. Forest is a great place to learn
about Triassic creatures and fossilized wood.

3. A is available to answer your
questions.

A . Long Logs Trail has the logs.

& . Cottontails are this type of animal.

@ . These delicate plants once lived along the
waterways during the Triassic Period.

A=

Dovemn (D)

M . This is the largest animal living in the park
today. It is sometimes mistaken for a deer.

2. This Triassic carnivore looked much like an
alligator. Hint: Look on page 10.

B~ We hope you will your trip
to Petrified Forest National Park. We're glad
you came.

<A . We hope you spend lots of in

the park and see many new things.
& o The trees that once lived in this area have

turned to through a process
called petrification.
© . Many types of live in the park.

Please don’t feed them!
"® « Watch for these speedy creatures as you walk

along the trails.
S

=21

Z=2A

S

SD 5A

GA




METOPOSAUR

s & HA.T ]i]f'o @ @ the ancient animals that inhabited Petrified Forest

National Park millions of years ago suddenly made a comeback? Write a story about one of
these animals in the space below.
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TRIASSIC TIMES

LB B B B B O B B B B B RN B B NN N N N N NN NN NN NNNN;

uring a time called the Triassic (245-215 million years ago), northern Arizona was the

home of many unusual plants and animals. Arizona was a warm, tropical area with ferns,
horsetail, and cycads covering the ground. Many strange creatures lived on the swampy land

and in the water of the slow rivers. These ancient reptiles and amphibians came in a

variety of unusual shapes and sizes. Huge flat-headed amphibians called Metoposaurs
hunted fishes in the rivers. Some plant eating reptiles like Desmatosuchus were
covered with armor to protect them from meat eaters
like phytosaur and Postosuchus. Only a few of
the earliest dinosaurs lived
during the Triassic Period.

WHAT IS A FOSSIL?

aleontologists (PAY-lee-on-tall-OH-gists) come to Petrified Forest to study fossils in the
p clay hills. Fossils are the remains of prehistoric life. To become a fossil, a plant or animal
must be buried quickly to prevent decay, and remain undisturbed throughout the
fossilization process. Most often wood and the hard parts of animals, such as '3#"@%‘
bones and teeth are preserved. Soft parts, such as skin, are rarely found. It is | \

because of these fossils that paleontologists are able to tell us what lived f
during these ancient times. Fossils are like a window into the &
past, and as a Junior Ranger you can help keep this '“"'Tf’
window from being broken by not removing or e T 15 TN
disturbing anything in the park. S5l VR N
}
I8 / QS
7 / =
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(Ages 6 and Under)

ach creature below has been separated from its cousin. Can you help bring the
families together by connecting each animal with its match?




Dlll'illg Triassic times. just as today, some animals ate meat (insects, fish, and
other animals), and some ate plants. Meat eaters must have sharp, pointed teeth to capture and
eat their food. Plant eaters have flatter, smoother teeth to grind up plant fibers. Draw a line
from each animal to the type of food it ate. Look for clues at the Painted

Desert Visitor Center, Rainbow Forest Museum, and on page 10.




TIHRIASSIC('

- SYOIRID SEARCEH:

F ill in the blanks by using terms from the word

for more information in the park visitor centers.

R.

D.

B @. The Triassic Period was over 200

. had plates of armor along its back and bony
- spikes that protected its neck from meat eaters.

(Ages 10 and Up)

list. If you need help, ask a park ranger, or look

was a plant-eating
reptile who sported a pair of tusks and looked
somewhat like a rhinoceros.

was a plant eater. It

The looked like a
giant crocodile.

The fossilized plants and animals of Petrified
Forest National Park were alive during the
Period over 200 million

years ago.

The petrified logs you now see in the park were
at one time

Triassic plants and animals needed
to survive, just as plants and animals do today.

Paleontologists study the fossilized y
and - of Triassic animals

to learn what these animals ate, what they
looked like, and how they lived.

Metoposaurs lived in the water and ate mostly

Several of the Triassic meat-eaters hunted for
horseshoe , and flying
along the water’s edge.

years ago.
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PEIRIFIEID

YWhat Happened Firnst®

(Ages 10 and Up)

he story blocks below tell the petrified wood story — but they aren’t in the correct order! Can you num-
ber the blocks in the correct order from number 1 to number 67 Hint: See the movie, “Timeless
Impressions”, at the Painted Desert Visitor Center, and visit the Rainbow Forest Museum for clues.




THF, ANCESTRAL
PIUIEBIL@ PFOPLE,

....................................

any years ago, long before Columbus found America people lived in this area. They are
known to us as the Ancestral Pueblo People. They lived in homes made of stone, called
“pueblos,” pronounced, “pweb-lows,” a Spanish word that means “towns.”

They grew crops, such as corn, beans, and squash. They hunted animals to eat and traded
with other peoples throughout the area. They made beautiful pottery from clay, as well as tools,
such as knives, scrapers, and arrowheads from stone they found in the area.

Some of these people lived near the Puerco River that runs through the park. You can see
the remains of their home, called Puerco Pueblo, near the middle of the park The people left
the Puerco River approximately 550 years ago.

At Puerco Pueblo and Newspaper Rock, you can see petroglyphs. Petroglyphs are designs
or figures that the people chipped into the dark surfaces of rocks. Animals, people and other
figures'can be found. We don’t know what these pictures meant to the people, but scientists,
called archeologists (ark-e-ollow-jists), are trying to find out.

JUNIOR
RANGERS,

do not enter
the petroglyph
areas because
even the
touch of your
hand can
damage this
ancient art.
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DRAW YOUR OWN

PETROGLYPH HERE!
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(Ages 10 and Up)

A day in the life of a child living at Puerco
Pueblo was very different from a day in your
life. These children did not go to school the way
children do today.

The people of a community like Puerco Pueblo
survived by cooperation with each other in all things,
and children were needed to help at an early age.
They helped adults grow crops like corn, squash, and
beans, gather wild plants, hunt animals like rabbits and
birds, prepare meals, and care for younger children.
They also learned to make tools and pottery and to
build with mud and stone. You might say that these
children went to school all day, every day, learning
from their parents and other adults by observation
and participation.

Here is a story about one child’s day — but some
of the story is missing! Can you fill in the blanks
using the word list below?

Every morning I get up and look out across the
we live in. My day begins when I go

walking with my mother to gather wild )
. The sun
is still low in the sky as the people of my village

and

begin to move about. My younger brothers and sisters
are asleep on their blankets in the plaza. Soon the
women will begin preparing the morning meal. We
will have corn mush with the tangy flavor of wild
plants mixed in. My mother and the other women
fix the meals for everyone in the pueblo.

Our workers spend most of the day taking care of

the crops. We grow :

and in our fields. Corn is the

most important. After we harvest the ears of corn,

the women will grind the kernels and seeds of other
. Most of

are made of stone. We make

plants on our stone

our

and out of

petrified wood. We use clay to make 5

which we use for cooking and storing food.

We will work hard during the spring and summer.
It is important that we grow enough food to store for
the winter. Children will help the women gather
plants and roots which will also be stored. Some of
the men go hunting for wild game. They hunt

; , and

The village will have special

to ask for rain and healthy crops. In the fall we harvest
our crops and put them away for the time when we will
need them. In the winter months we will have time
. We will have special

. We

will tell stories, and work on our weaving when the

for playing

ceremonies down in the

weather turns cold. We stay busy all year long!
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(Ages 6 and Under)

he Native American people didn’t have electricity, running water, or grocery

stores, but they still had to eat, drink, sleep and have a place to live. Can you
draw a line to connect each item from our lives today with the item the Native
people might have used?




A DISAPPFARING FOREST

GOINGsoo

GOING.oo

=ONE.?

P etrified Forest is slowly disappearing. Not from natural causes, but from some visitors.
Too many believe they can take away a small piece of petrified wood without doing
harm. But each piece of petrified wood adds up. Every year 900,000 people visit Petrified
Forest National Park. If each of these visitors took only one ounce of petrified wood, that
would add up to 56,250 pounds, or more than 28 tons stolen each year! If that happens,
soon there will be no petrified wood for visitors like you to see.

National Parks are special places, where all of nature’s things — animals, birds, plants and
even rocks are protected so everyone can see and enjoy them. The rangers at Petrified Forest
National Park need your help to keep the petrified wood from being stolen. Will you help? We
need your ideas for protecting the petrified wood. Discuss the problem with your parents and
write your best suggestion in the space below.

Your Jr. Ranger certificate is on the back cover. Have your parents fill it out and the ranger will sign it.
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